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Introduction

We can do no better than to quote Professor DagithBly, who said about this booklet;
"A giant leap in the right direction, a Code of Catuct for the fishers that puts the Environment firs
Great news for the fish and for the waters of Brite' David Bellamy.

We hope we can live up to this! The Code was oalfjrdesigned to guide specialist coarse anglemith
the pitfalls of suitable conduct and the methodplegred in our sport, and was published througholde
SACG. Now angling has again taken a new leap fatwath the formation of the NAA (National Angling
Alliance, see members below), and the Code haswigkemed to include all aspects of coarse angling.

The Code is a detailed document intended to off@ance to individuals and groups, and also asis lra
whole or part for club rule-books. We do recogrisavever that it covers a lot of detail, too muchiaict for
newcomers to fishing! So, for a "quick guide" te thasics we have also reproduced the Environment
Agency leaflet "Angling & Wildlife Golden Rules"ptwhich we contributed and which we endorsed, plus
some additions of our own. If you need a simplifietdsion please simply turn to the "Newcomers Guide
Starting Angling" section at the back of this baikI

We would also like to take this opportunity to thkdhe Environment Agency, both for the considerdielp
we have received in compiling this Code, and feirthuge financial backing which has allowed useonc
again to achieve widespread distribution of thisudnent. To quote the EA;

This code is designed to complement the existgiglddive framework and provides a commonsensesguid
to values and behaviour to which anglers shouldrasfhe Environment Agency supports angling atigl fu
endorses this Code of Conduct.

Above all though, remember that this Code is desigio allow us to interact sympathetically with the
environment and with the other conservationists siirre our waters, and to protect our quarry. Rades
best kept to a minimum, but are necessary to engeirgdhere to the highest standards. Above abydahe
sport, look after the fish and respect other widgddilong with the environment as a whole!
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The Way Forward for Angling-from the Environment Ag ency

The Government's response to the Salmon and Freshiiisheries Review in early 2001 restated theeBawent's
support for angling.

Good fisheries management brings much wider benefithe water environment and anglers are a paWwaice in
the drive for improving fisheries and their asstadahabitats. Angling also brings important besetfitthe economy,
particularly in rural areas, and to people's qualftlife. Angling should be accessible to all, liding the young, the
old and the disabled. It provides a unique oppdttdfor people to enjoy the natural environmenaiguiet and
unobtrusive way; in turn bringing tremendous sobitefits in terms of people's sense of well being.

For these benefits to be realised it is importaat &ngling is carried out in a way that is susthla in terms of fish
stocks and the wider environment. The Agency regslangling through legislation and byelaws to enthat fishing
is carried out in ways that are sustainable anrdtect our fish stocks for future generationsraflars. However, there
are many other aspects of angling that are besbiegd through encouragement and education.

The Agency is keen to work in partnership with othte promote angling and therefore welcomes thpodpnity to
join with the Specialist Anglers' Alliance (SAA) the production of this revised Code of Conduds through
partnerships such as this project that we will lile o offer better value for money for the incomeraise.

All anglers should read the information on theit ficences and should be aware of the laws andtvgethat apply to
them when fishing. This code is designed to compferthe existing legislative framework and provides
commonsense guide to values and behaviour to vamglers should aspire.

The Environment Agency categorically supports thersof angling, and through co-operation and ¢altation with
other interested parties is wholly committed tovidte the nation with better fish stocks, bettendises and better
angling.

Dr David Clarke, Head of Fisheries,
Environment Agency



SECTION 1 CARE OF THE ENVIRONMENT
Litter/Nylon Line

Litter is anti-social and unsightly, and the aiitel laws have been further strengthened throbhghEnvironmental
Protection Act of 1990Never drop litter or discard tackle and remember that discarded nylon line is particularly
hazardous to wildlife. Carry rubbish bags in order to always pick up asgatded litter or line you find, and take them
home.

Discarded line should be burnt or cut into shargths before disposal to avoid entangling wildéifevaste tips.

Crack-offs on the cast, and snagged rigs in eliaakside or underwater environments, should be vetho
immediately where practicable or reported to clabiffis for removal.

Choose your own swim with care to reduce the riséhagging on trees or bankside vegetation.

Temporary floats such as balloons, which are jefkeelfrom the line when the bait reaches the reglarea,
constitute litter, andhust alwaysbe recovered.

Wildlife And The Bankside

Respect the environment and minimise disruptiondterside wildlife. Do not light fires, and avoidmdage to fences
or crops. Do not break down bankside vegetatidhpagh the judicious trimming of plants is accepgdb re-establish
existing angling ‘pegs' or 'swims'. This shouldibae carefully and sympathetically, taking ooty what is necessary
in order to fish the area properly and leavinggheoundings in a tidy condition. In all cases,aththat club rules
allow pruning by individuals.

New swims should only be cut with the permissiotheffishery owner or tenant, taking due considgemnaor the
environment and to anglers in existing swims.

Some birds nest on shingle islands at gravel @it the bankside, not just in trees, bushes aadlreds as we
commonly think. April to June are the most sensitivonths, when species such as common terns, $tiegéi and little
ringed plovers are sensitive to disturbance (thrsinclude simply remaining close to a nest fargylperiod).
Disturbing some protected birds is illegal. Notatfton occasion, fishery owners and managers neigrage swims
temporarily out of bounds because they are adjaoergsting birds. Always treat this with the utin@spect and
comply.

Never leave rods on the bank with hooks still lehites these food items could be picked up by lardsimals.

Beware of birds swimming into your line or picking surface baits, as major entanglements can foRRmmember
too, that swans can easily reach food a metre biblewurface. To avoid unnecessary problems, tryonfish where
people habitually feed water-fowl.

Never attempt to restrain an injured swan (or oldwge bird or animal), by holding onto line it mag caught in or
hooked to. Severe injury and heightened traumanddidow. For swans and geese, cut the line andrtep the rescue
organisations shown below. Smaller birds can dfiebest dealt with by unhooking or freeing at theetof the
incident, or being held comfortably in a small lother dark space if treatment is required.

(These are recommended guidelines from the bileesrganisations.)
National Swan Sanctuary Hotline
07000 SWAN UK
Or 01784 431667

Or RSPCA
0870 55 55999

Or Wildlife Hospital Trust
01844 292292
Always carry these contact telephone numbers, gpakt sick or injured animals to them. The probteay not be
angling-related and may give warning of a serioablem at the water. Either way, report the inctdenthe sake of
the wildlife living by the water.
6



Working parties and other bankside management dhmulindertaken in a sympathetic manner, to maarage
improve the habitat faall wildlife, creating a total environment into whidietangler will fit, but does not dominate.
For further information on this and vegetation ngeraent such as coppicing, hedging and plantingyestgd
reference books are included in Appendix A

On Sites designated for their nature conservatidmevsuch as Sites of Special Scientific Inter®@8$g]), it is a legal
requirement to consult English Nature (in Englatitg, Countryside Council for Wales (In Wales), ootiish Natural
Heritage (in Scotland), on any proposed developsnenthanges in management of the site.

Hygiene
On waters where toilets are not provided, angleosilsl carry and always use a trowel or suitablectneng tool.
Pollution

The Environment Agency runs a total service totfigbllution and improve water quality on our beh#ierious
pollution is reported, Agency staff will come teethite within two hours (4 hours outside office r)uEnvironment
Agency Hotline (24 hours) 0800 807060. This nunfladrich is printed on your rod licence) can alsaibed to report
illegal fish movements, fish-stealing or introdocti

NFA (NEMESIS Scheme) and ACA membership is higlelgommended. These voluntary bodies works uncegsing|
on our behalf and also fights for compensationughothe civil courts when pollution does take place

For details of the ACA, phorl@1568 62044 7or visit http://www.a-c-a.org

For details of the NFA, see details on page 37.



SECTION 2 GENERAL BEHAVIOUR
Conduct At The Waterside

Always park your vehicle considerately and safebpecially on farmland.

Show consideration to other anglers and water utéssgood angling practice to minimise banksidése and
movement, and to avoid fishing in a way which ifgszs with other water users.

Always consider the peace and quiet enjoyed bdeass on or close to fisheries at all times, bpeeklly at night.

Banksticks, umbrella poles and other accessormsidgimot be knocked in with a hammer or other immaet. If the
ground is very hard, use threaded poles, bankstegs etc.

Do not use bright lights at night; use a shadechtonly.

Before joining other anglers for a social chat,sidar that this is not always welcome. If you dorsoove your bait
from the water. Also, do not use any equipment siscinobile phones, radios or TVs which are auddbtghers. Do
not shout or use bad language.

Avoid casting into other anglers' swims, or distanasting that stops other anglers from fishingsd a water
normally accessible from their swim. If using tworoore rods (subject to Agency byelaws and loaa cules),
remember that rod butts must not be further apart & maximum spread of three metres.

Be aware of any specific rules relating to thedish and observe them.
Environment Agency Licences/Water Permits

Always purchase and carry current Agency rod lie€sicappropriate to the number of rods used (hidies to
England & Wales only). This helps the Agency tosedhe funds necessary to protect and improvdishing.

We strongly recommend that day-tickets and seaskats should be issued by clubs and fisheries onlgroduction
of a current Agency licence.

Always obtain a current fishing permit and abidatbyegulations.
Always be polite and helpful to Agency staff - therg there to help you and to protect your interest

Be sure to read and understand the current Ageyedgls in the region you are fishing, there areetiomes
significant differences in what is allowed betweegions. It is your responsibility to be awarelodde restrictions.

A statutory coarse fish close season (March 15 théul5 inclusive) applies to all rivers, streams ash@ins in
England & Wales. It also applies to a few stillwateand canals designated as Sites of Special Sdiennterest
(SSSis); if in doubt contact the local EnvironmeRigency office for advice.

Be aware that whilst there is no legal requirenf@ntnost stillwaters to close, some fishery owriengsose non-
statutory close seasons on their waters.

General Safety

When long casting, watch out for people on théofank in case the line breakdways use an adequate
breaking-strain line when using heavy weights. Shédeaders are recommended for heavyweight
distance casting. Always ensure that they are sealy attached to the main line and that they are saf
so that any knot will pass through the rig should &reakage occur.
Be aware of the dangers of wading and never wadeenwou are not sure it is safe to do so. The fiae o
wading-staff or landing-net pole will provide wangiof sudden depth changes or a soft river bed.
On flooded rivers, beware of undercut banks aridgiwater levels.
OVERHEAD POWER CABLES-LOOK OUT-LOOK UP!

Never fish within 30 metres of any electric powees.

Never forget you can be electrocuted even if yodrar pole

does not actually touch a power line-watch out!

Look out for warning signs 8



Always notify someone of where you intend to fistd avhat time you are expected to return.

In pulling for a break to free a snagged line, Wwara leads/tackle, (even a float) can fly back @augse serious injury.
Apply leverage sideways away from you, or at |éast away from the direction of pull to safeguaaliyeyes; thick
clothing may also help avoid injury.

Always wear a life-jacket or other buoyancy aid wha fishing from a boat,even though you may be a competent
swimmer. (See Appendix M for full details on bojts.

When fishing from very steep, slippery river-baitks sensible to use a length of rope tied t@e tr post for
assistance. You may also wish to consider wearlightweight buoyancy aid.

Never walk out onto frozen waters. The ice is usutab thin to support a person's weight. Fallingan lead to lives
being lost, both yours and those of any rescuers.

Take care when moving about at night. We suggesfing a whistle in order to attract attention memergency.

Anglers should be aware of the dangers of WeikeBse, which is transmitted through rats' urintherbankside and
at the water's edge. Cover any open cuts, howeval,svith waterproof dressings. Food must not begn the ground
and hands must be as clean as possible when eatingreparing food. Never put wet line in your nhooit trim knots
with your teeth. Most cases start with an influeliza illness, which resolves in two to three weegBemmon features
are sudden onset of fever, intense headache, sesieein calf and back muscles, red eyes andrptinst. Some cases
develop abdominal pains with diarrhoea and vomitingheningitis. If these symptoms occur, consdoetor
immediately.

In the case of severe rat infestation, it shouldeperted to the water owner. If waters are puplisined, report to the
Pest Control Services division of the Environmehtalth Services at your local borough or disttamincil.

Match Fishing Code

All competitors must be in possession of a curEamtironment Agency rod licence.

All matches should be run in accordance with ladnd rules; ideally these should be the GovernindyBailes, (NFA
Model Match Rules) and all competitors should bar@wof these rules at the outset. These rulesintigtie
compliance with local byelaws.

Every care must be taken to ensure no inconvenisraaised to others unless by previous agreethéntncludes the
parking of vehicles.

Competitors should only fish swims which have bésawn/allocated.
Every care must be taken to safeguard fish and otitdlife

At the weigh-in, fish must be moved to the mouthhef keep-net whilst it is still in the water, larfish should be
placed on the scales individually.

All competitors must ensure that their swims asacbf litter. Failure to do so for instance und&A Model Match
Rules will mean automatic disqualification.

Remember that in a match irresponsible behaviourgycompetitor often leads to action being talgairest all.
"Implementing Child Protection in Angling"

The Joint Angling Governing Bodies have put togetireeasy to use "Implementing Child ProtectionckRahich
includes Template Forms, an Action Plan and costiactadvice. Sport England have in fact recommeride Pack to
200 Governing bodies of other sports as a modgbofl practice! For copies or guidance please stoetile NFA
(contact details are given under "Contacts; incigdhngling Governing Bodies" on page 37.)
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SECTION 3 TACKLE, RIGS AND BAITS
Tackle
(a) General

Always use balanced tackle that is in good condligind suitable for the species and fishery sitnation doubt, seek
advice.

Be aware that 'line class' records can give rigisiing with tackle that is far too light for thretended quarry. This is
actively discouraged.

Do not fish in areas where lost fish are a virtuatertainty (i.e. excessively snaggy swims).
(b) Pole Fishing

When fishing canals do not place your pole acrosddwpath, restricting the access rights of otisers. The same
applies to park lakes and other busy places witHipaccess.

Ensure that spare poles and pole sections aregmesitparallel to the bank, preferably on a potkréo allow
unobstructed passage for other bankside users.

When landing fish ensure that your pole can beippsil without causing similar obstruction.
Always ensure that you remove your pole in gooctimallow boats to pass.
Never allow your pole to encroach onto other pésgardens, fences and paths etc without permission

Do not leave your pole unattended with a baitedkHefi in the water; it endangers fish, is partanly vulnerable to
tackle loss, and is illegal (Environment Agency&y), and baited hooks left out of the water capibled up by birds
and animals.

Pole fishing leaves you particularly vulnerablet@rhead power cables-LOOK OUT-LOOK UP!
Take the weight of long poles across your kneesdace the risk of back strain.
(¢) Rod numbers/night fishing

Never leave baited rods unattended or unsupendggehcy byelaws require that while fishing, all sashould be
under sufficient control of the angler. Currentiségtion in England and Wales permits an angldistofor coarse fish
with a maximum of four rods at any one time. Eaath licence entitles the angler to use two rodd) wito separate
licences required if three, or four rods are taubed. Note that although the four rod limit is ditlzal bylaw in
England and Wales, fishery owners or managersréairight to set a lower limit, if they deem ibre suitable.

Whilst on waters with low fish densities multiptadis can be used with no detrimental effects, whshestocks are
high multiple rod usage may not be appropriateandmber of points should be taken into considanatihen
deciding on the number to use;

- How many rods are actually needed to catch? Asiragl approach would be more suitable for cerigies
of fishing. When fishing for less pressurized fishalternatively, fish that are wary of disturbena single
rod approach can be more effective.

Are you able to fully control multiple rods, andeutiem sensibly, without impeding the fishing dfest in
any way? The swim must also be able to accommdidaie too.

Will you be in control of all rods in use, with ettive visual and/or audible bite indication (prefdy both)

on each? On no account should baited rods berlaftended or unsupervised (Environment Agency Byela
It is recommended that some spacing is left betweés through using either two pods of two rodfieac
single bank sticks, to help avoid tangles. Note ey that the rods must be placed

such that the distance between the butts of theaagldoes not exceed three metres (Environmemadge
Byelaw)

Never exceed the number of rods permitted on ghefiy, or the number dictated by the applicable
Environment Agency bylaw. Ignorance of the ruleshe law, is no defence.
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Multiple rod usage can certainly enhance angliragipctivity, but use only when suitable! We wouldeahdd that long
stay anglers in particular often fish whilst aslegpich is completely acceptable providing bitermla are properly
used to ensure a bite wakes the angler instantlycH2ck buzzers will wake you even when asleegnsidn boxes
will provide good warning without disturbing othanglers. Also consider speed of access to yourbggaitting the
bivvy as close as possible, and leaving the dodrsteeping bag unzipped whenever practical.

Rigs
(a) General

Your first priority is the safety and well-being tbie fish.

Tether-rigs must not be usedlf the line breaks, the tacklaustbe free to slide off the line - a towed lead, feaute
float could snag and trap the fish.

(For examples of these dangerous rigs, and soneptadie alternatives, see Appendices C, D, E, H,&1.)

Remember that if shock-leaders are used, the ldadmust alwaysbe able to slide through the rig. Also consider
the use of barbless or reduced barb hooks as d@madtiprecaution.

While the deliberate foul-hooking of fish is illdgi is inevitable that this occasionally happersidentally. Some
regional Agency byelaws require that accidentally-hooked fish are returned immediately to theenaDther
byelaws limit the number and/or size of hooks thay be used in conjunction with a single rod cachied to a lure, in
order to reduce the likelihood of foul-hooking figkvoid rigs that are likely to result in foulhoolg. Similarly, rigs
that are likely to result in deep-hooking of fidtoald be avoided.

Great consideration should be given before usingldehook rigs, where two separately baited hoo&seployed on

the same rod. Extreme caution should be takentremydshoulchot be used in heavy weed. They may also be banned in
some regions by the local byelaws. To avoid theydesof leaving a fish tethered to a snag in tremeef a break in

the main linepoth hook links must be free to slide off the line.

Please use barbless or reduced barb hooks whermessible; the widespread use of these should bebct
encouraged, especially barbless in the smalles sizedownwards. Note however some anglers bebege barbless
hooks can be harmful, particularly for perch.

Bent hooks should not be used (The term "bent" hoefers to certain long shank carp hooks berd%ain3the middle)

The use of most sizes of lead weights is illegdl mon-toxic weights are widely available. Lead virsgof 0.06grams
(No.8 shot) or less or of more than 28.35 gramg)(frtay be used. While it is legal to use lead "tsisbt in size 8 and
smaller, they are toxic if ingested by birds, ahdwdd be used with care; always use in spill-pasftainers and
dispose of used lead safely at home.

Lead core leaders as used for carp fishingan easily tangle on underwater snags due tottradiency to

wrap around snags, etc. and tether a fish, shbaldnain-line break. There is a substantial bodypdriion

against the use of lead-core leaders. If theyabetused we strongly recommend that extreme cabéo

exercised and the following points be adopted;
Maximum length of lead core leader should be 3@ihg down longer lengths of line than this canilgdse
achieved by using flying back-leads
Leads MUST be able to slide over the leader-knat st fish is not also towing the lead as wellrasleader;
splicing the two lines together in accordance whthinstructions given by the manufacturers of leaw is
usually sufficient to achieve this but do CHECK?ttiee lead can detach itself from the leader
12Ib minimum main line to be used
As an added precaution the use of safety leadad)ndr safety-clips (pendant) which release tlag |é&s
recommended; check that the safety clip does relésaslead properly
Lead core should not be used with helicopter-rggthare are too many opportunities for the hodk finjam
on the lead core, leaving a lost fish towing a lead
Consider using a barbless hook as an added prexcdatielease a tethered fish
Lead core should never be used on weedy or sied filaters (which would in any case largely workiagt
the purpose of lead core)
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Rigs
(b) For Predators

On most waters when bait fish are used, pike anallysthe target specied/ire traces must always be used for both
pike and zander.Otherwise, they can bite through the trace, leakimgks etc. in the fish, with potentially fatal wéts.

For lure-fishing too, regardless of target specigse traces should be used.

For additional points on pike and zander tacklgs end baits, see Appendices J, K, & L.

It is recognised that the use of wire traces magrbenpediment to eel and perch angling. As a $itep, please
consider the use of wire covered with soft silictuteing. Failing this, employ braids with a highgdee of abrasion
resistance as a hook link. For eels, perch andhbatfse a single hook only (though not stainléssl swhich does not
easily corrode); do not use double or treble hobfkspike or zander does still take this, andfteough the hook
link, a single hook is very unlikely to cause amyrthge.

If pike or zander are taking baits presented orkHios for eels, catfish, perch or chub, carefbnsider changing
bait or venue, or in the case of eels and perdgping a lower catch rate through reverting teevtiaces.

Baits

Always use free bait offerings and groundbait insiigle quantities to ensure that uneaten food doeaccumulate in
fisheries, especially small, shallow bodies of stdter. This will protect the quality of the ageatnvironment and
safeguard other anglers' sport.

Observe any fishery rules on bait restrictions.
For bait-fish, also see section five 'Fish MovermdéaDisease'.

Thoroughly soak and cook all nuts, seeds and puls€éSee Appendix B)
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SECTION 4 FISH HANDLING
Essential Equipment:

Carry and use:

a knotless landing net, big enough for the intergfeties. For pike and zander, special wide metshnmay
be used to minimise tangling with treble hooks. Dnesh nets also help. The top wide mesh reducts wa
drag when the net is raised, and the close meshoing base enfolds the fish while ensuring noatgams
done to the fins or the scales.

a disgorger and forceps.

a quality unhooking mat suitable for large fish.

a weigh sling or bag in good condition.

anti-bacterial solutions suitable for fish.
Handling:
Always use an unhooking mat spread on a soft flatusface, rather than on uneven or hard bankside (e.ggravel).
Be aware that watch straps, lapel badges and gnwyelbuld catch on, and damage, a fish.

Minimise the time the fish is out of water, and dilenit as little as possible. Covering the heatheffish with a wet
cloth or piece of wet netting will help keep itwaand stop it flapping.

Note that deep-hooked fish should survive if thekhcannot be removed. Cut the line as far intantlbath as possible.
Do not pull hard on the line and always releasditieimmediately.

When releasing a fish, support it carefully in thewater, facing upstream (if in a river), until it is ready to swim
off naturally. Barbel and grayling may have a particularly longpreery time, and should be supported in the water o
held in a landing net until fully recovered.

Respect all fish regardless of size or species.

All eels should be returned alive, as it takesrg lttme for them to reach specimen size. Eels neagine land-locked,
in which case they will grow to specimen proporsi@md provide anglers with an interesting targeteln the bank
all eels should be handled with care. It is paldidy important that the protective mucus is nehowed in handling;
never use newspaper to hold them but lay themainttlacks and gently hold in this position for & fmoments. The
eel will calm down and is unlikely to move fromghposition. Unhook with forceps, if the eel is hedkn the lips or
scissors. If the eel is deep hooked cut the lirteame as close to the eel's lips as possibleeladse immediately. The
eel, under these circumstances, will lose the weok quickly. Do not attempt to remove deep hoo&sfeels. The
heart and other vital organs are very close tdotuk of the throat and you may cause fatal injufigsu damage them.

Deep hooked perch should be treated with the sanmeeas you would with eels. Hooklengths or trabesisl be cut as
low down as possible and under no circumstance® tnge a deep disgorger to remove deep hookertipthe heart
is very close to the back of the throat and itlhean shown that fish are much more likely to suaviveft to shed the
hook naturally.

Neverdrop or throw fish back into the water.

Sacks, slings, mats, nets and your own hands mudt lae wetted before use; note a mat left in the sushould be
dipped in the water to cool it first. Transfer fish back to the water in a sling or enclosed mat, nevearry them.

Photography:
Must also see previous section under Handling
Select location for photography, position unhookimgt plus wet covering etc, and have camera rezatled with

sufficient film, before bringing the fish onto the bank.
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When holding a fish, support it properly and keteglase to the ground, over an unhooking i&ver stand as
dropping a fish could cause it severe damage.

Photography of eels will be considerably easidoiie immediately after the unhooking techniqueioed under
Handlingabove.

Sacks & tubes

Use only when necessary, and retain fish for thermim time possible. Large fish that have beerinethfor a
prolonged period can be difficult to handle, sgpbepared.

These accessories should be of a reputable matteplgnty of holes to provide a good water exchaigesure that
they are clean and in good condition, and chechkvitter flow through them, otherwise fish could laendged.

In use, secure in deep water only, even at nighn lshallow margins fish may suffer or even die dueotextremes of
temperature or lack of oxygen.Stake out securely, placing only one fish in eaatk®r tube.
In rivers, ensure that the fish faces upstream

Check fish regularly, and release them immedidtehey show signs of distress. Hold them uprightiie
water (facing upstream in rivers), until they pashhard of their own accord.

For catfish, zander, perch, big bream and barbel only tubes should be used, and they must be Emgagh to
properly accommodate the fish. Big bream howe\est,also be kept safely in large keepnets with 2&hdter rings.
Please note that it is also helpful to cover aedabut keepnet with light, damp sacking or weednt&d sacks are also
suitable.

To help prevent the spread of disease, thorougtylpliinets and sacks between sessions.
The health and welfare of the fish must always beoyr first priority.
Keepnets:

Keepnets are only suitable for small shoal fishvéMeaise for large carp, pike, zander, tench, pdrathel, catfish or
grayling. Large fish are not suited to keepnetsabse of their size, and others, regardless of sig# as carp and
barbel, are unsuited because the serrated frosofaheir dorsal fins can be caught and damageteking.

Use only when necessary, and retain fish for tloetebt time possible.

Locate as with sacks and tubes. A "stake out logptdvent the net from collapsing ,or a weightloménd of the net is
helpful, when wind or current could move it to thetriment of the fish. In moving water, a rectaggection net
helps avoid rolling.

Keepnets must comply with Agency byelaws. Thosé witirawstring or zip bottom release are best.

The use of keepnets incorporating 'carp sackintpeabottom to provide a dark, safe area, is terfopuraged. These
are often referred to as ‘conservation mesh'

KEEPNET CODE

Wet hands before holding fish. Place the fish in the keepnetigeand as quickly as possible.

Once positioned, avoid all unnecessary disturbandeetain fish in keepnet for minimum period iofe.

Always use the largest keepnet possible. Do not overcrowd keepnet - when bigltes are expected, take
two nets.

When safe to do so, on still or shallow waters ghva

peg out the keepnet to prevent collapse. When returning the fish to the water or weighing:

Always place the keepnet as near to fishing pasitio Collapse the keepnet and place the fishgenthe weighing

as possible - preferably immediately in front,istif  bag or back into the water.

can be placed quickly. Do not slide or tumble fadtwn the keepnet.
We are indebted to the National Federation of Arggfer permission to use the above keepnet code
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Environment Agency Fisheries Byelaws oiKeepnets, keepsacks and landing nets
(1) Any person shall be guilty of an offence ifumes:-

(a) a landing net with any knotted meshes or meshewetallic material.

(b) a keepnet with any knotted meshes or meshegetailic material, or having any holes in the miesger
than 25mm internal circumference, or of less th@nn2etres in length, or with supporting rings @nfies
greater than 40cm apart (excluding the distanae fitee top frame to the first supporting ring omiie or
less than 120cm in circumference.

(c) a keepsack not constructed of a soft, darkucetb, non-abrasive, water permeable fabric, ormavi
dimensions of less than 120cm by 90cm if rectanmgalal 50cm by 30cm by 40cm if used with a frame or
designed with the intention that a frame be used.

(2) Any person shall be guilty of an offence iffe¢ains more than one fish in a single keepsaekatime.

(3) This Byelaw shall not apply to any keepnet eepysack used for retaining eels which have beeatiyggken by
instruments other than rod and line.

(4) This byelaw was made taking account of theiregquent for notification to the European Commissimwier
Council Directive 83/189/EEC.
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SECTION 5 FISH STOCKING, MOVEMENTS AND DISEASE

Never remove fish or introduce fish to any watewithout the consent of the Environment Agency @ogland &
Wales) and the permission of the fishery ownersTintludes the use of fish for live bait, which sltoNOT be
transferred from one water to another, without eahdrom the Agency. Serious problems have beesethtihrough
the illegal transfer of fish. The movement of flsttween waters can introduce Spring Viraemia opGaWC) and
other diseases or parasites, and it may also riesutidesirable species of fish becoming estaldishevaters which
could upset the ecological balance of a fishery

Stocking with fish from any source may only be uttaleen once written Section 30 consent has beeainaok from the
Agency. It is the personal responsibility of thegoa stocking the fish to ensure that Section 3&ent has been
obtained. The introduction of non-native speciehsas Wels catfish can adversely affect existialy §tocks and
ecology, and requires consent from the DepartnoarEfivironment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) be tNational
Assembly for Wales Agriculture Department (NAWAD)addition to Section 30 consent. The Agency hadymred a
free advisory leaflet - 'Buyer Beware - Your GuideStocking Fish' - and will provide help and advitf you have any
doubts regarding the origin, health or qualityrof fish, do not stock.

Unauthorised fish movements are illegahnd prosecutable with serious penalties. Any fishlkéng carries the risk of
introducing diseases into the receiving water.iérisheries can be wiped out by diseases (su8V&y, even when
the fish introduced appear to be healthy. The risksbe reduced by following the Agency's advicely@se reputable
fish suppliers - ask for references and speakherdish purchasers. Request all the necessaryrdaation, and if in
doubt, consult the Agency. Do not accept fish tmvathem to be stocked without a visual examinat®emember
stock fish introduced in the winter might show iigns of disease until the water starts to warnihespring. Never be
tempted by cheap fish, aadlvaysobtain a proper invoice/receipt. Do not accept fisit are different from those
ordered.

To avoid the accidental transfer of fish diseasesparasites, thoroughly dry or disinfect all netsgks and
weigh-slings between angling sessions.

Stock Densities

Many stillwater coarse fisheries contain stock d@swell above those that would occur naturadlyd the fish may be
almost entirely dependent on anglers' bait to sutti@m. While heavily stocked coarse fisheries/® an enhanced
level of sport, both anglers and fishery ownersusthoecognise that the stock densities are adifichigh and that this
has the potential to cause problems in terms bffealth and welfare and water quality, and it inayease the
opportunities for predation by fish-eating birdslanammalsWithin sensible limits heavily stocked fisherieg ar
viable, providing that they are carefully and pndpenanaged. There is useful guidance for fishemers and
managers ithe Institute of Fisheries Management's Stillw&earse Fisheries Codes Of Practite be published
2002).

Conservation of Predators & Eels

Fishery owners sometimes misguidedly cull predspacies such as pike from fishing waters but theveal of large
fish merely encourages an 'explosion’ of youngedator fish, which feed more voraciously, and tihejgrives anglers
of the sport derived from larger predator specin@rthe younger year classes of non-predatorespde€it is
believed that a water has too many predators, tatheufishery manager and/or the Agency who, injeoction with
the Predator Groups, can advise and often placanted fish in other waters.

Eels do not breed in freshwater and are subjduftuer levels of predation than most other fresbwspecies. Fishery
owners and managers should consider the conseguienites species of allowing commercial netteretoove eels
from their waters as part of the long-term managgroéthe water. The short-term income does noatxwith the
loss of sport or the potential damage caused wstetks throughout Britain. The mature eel mastermany
thousands of miles in order to breed and our fresbmstocks are of prime Importance In the presenvaf the
species as a whole.
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APPENDIX A SUGGESTED REFERENCE BOOKS & LEAFLETS

Giles, N. (1992). Wildlife After Gravel; Twenty Yeaof Practical Research by the Game Conservanapdand
ARC. Wetland Research Unit, The Game Conservangy Lt

Kinsman, J and Kinsman, D. (1990). Gravel Pit Region for Wildlife: A Practical Manual. RSPB, San@eds
Brooks, A. and Agate E. (1997). Waterways and WieldaBritish Trust for Conservation Volunteers | tcbndon.
The New Rivers and Wildlife Handbook (1994). TheyRdSociety for the Protection of Birds.

Cowx, I. (1995). Rehabilitation of Freshwater Fisbe. Blackwell Science Ltd., Oxford.

Cowx, ., O'Grady, K and Mills, H. (1994). Fisheri®anagement and Ecology. Institute of Fisheriesdg@ment.
William Howarth (1987). Freshwater Fishery Law. &dstone Press Ltd., London.

Helping Fish in Lowland Streams. The Game Consayamust, Hampshire.

Freshwater Fisheries & Wildlife Conservation; ag@oactice guide. Environment Agency, edited by&iN. (1997).
RSPB (2002). Habitat Creation Handbook for the Iviielndustry. RSPB, Sandy.

Hawke, C.J. and Jose, P. Reedbed Management. FEaiR8y.

Williams, P.et al (2000). The Pond Book B a guide to the managem@mtreation of ponds. Ponds Conservation
Trust, Oxford.

Merritt, A. (1994). Wetlands, Industry and Wildl# a manual of principles and practices. Wildfowletlands Trust,
Slimbridge.

The Sparsholt Guide to the Management of Carp Resh€001) Ed. C P Seagrave. Sparsholt Collegmpshire.
Other sources:

The 'Natural History Books Service' has a comprsiverlist of thousands of books currently availafileey can be
contacted on 01803 865913 or alternatively by d-(nbs@nhbs.co.glor on the internet (http://www.nhbs.co)uk

For practical advice on general fishing we wouldgest;

For further information on stocking and importiright
Buyer Beware - Your Guide to Stocking Fish.
Available from the Environment Agency
Keep Fish Diseases Out
Spring Viraemia of Carp
Controls on the Keeping or Release of Non-Natiwh kit England and Wales
A guide to Importing Fish

Available from CEFAS (Centre for Environment Fiskerand Aquaculture Science), Weymouth Labora®ayrack
Road, The Nothe, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8UB, or aliively on the internet (www.efishbusinesss.rom
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APPENDIX B PARTICLE BAITS - PREPARATION GUIDE

Incorrectly prepared particle baits can Kill fish. Theymust be prepared according to the instructions for the
particular variety. Buy only from reputable stodkis

PARTICLE PREPARATION

No Pre-Soak is necessary Boil for 1 min
Partiblend

Flaked Maize

Groats

Moth Beans

Pre-Soak for 6 hrs and Boil for 10-15 mins
Red Dari

White Dari

Wheat

Buckwheat

Pre-Soak for 12-14 hrs and Boil until split
Hemp

Pre-Soak for 12-14 hrs and Boil for 20-30 mins
Chopped Tigers
Chick Peas

Sweet Lupins
Maple Peas

Tares

Adzuki Beans
Blackeye Beans
Haricot Beans
Red Kidney Beans
Lima Beans

Pinto Beans

Soya Beans

Pre-Soak for 12-18 hrs and Boil for 20-30 mins
Broken Brazils
Peanut Kernels

Pre-Soak for 24hrs and boil for 30 mins
Tiger Nuts

Whole Maize

Whole Brazils

Although there are many more ways of presentinggh@baits such as sprouting, fermenting, cologiamd flavouring,
provided the guidelines are adhered to, the hiatesdl will be totally harmless to all fish and daused with the
knowledge that they are completely safe.

Note: When soaking, particles absorb water quidklyeck and top up after two hours and again afier f
hours. Always allow plenty of water to cover thetjées, and where boiling is specified thisist be done
to ensure safe preparation. If in any doubt, p&fg.dt is impossible to oversoak.

Our thanks go to Hinders of Swindon for their assince in the preparation of the above guide.
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APPENDIX J ADDITIONAL POINTS ON PIKE AND ZANDER
(Also see 'Fish Handling', Sectioh 4

Use a main line of 5.4kg (12Ib) minimum breakingst.

Correctly placed hooks in bait fish no larger tR@em (8in) are recommended to minimise the chaotdsep
hooking. As a guide, for most suspended baits gnlae top hook in the dorsal fin root and the otfedtind the pectoral
fin. For legered baits, place the top hook in #ikrbot and the other no further forward thandbesal fin.

Wire traces must always be usedvith a minimum breaking strain of 6.8kg (15lb®)eferably 11.7-13.6kg (25-
30Ibs). Use a minimum length of 450mm (18in) foit laad 15in for lure fishing.

When paternostering or suspending a bait, use a véruptrace at least 150mm (6in) longer than the maitrace.
Check traces regularly for kinking or fraying, atidpose of safely if this occurs.

Use semi-barbless hooks which should be of thelsstalizes (size 10, 8 and 6) consistent with #fie landing and
handling of the fish. Do not use stainless steekba@s, in the event of losing a hook in a fiskrag, they will not
degrade.

Never wait for a second run Strike as soon as you are sure that the fish feglsdt in its jaws.
Gaffs should NEVER be usedAlways use a large knotless landing net. (Gaffsane illegal in all Agency regions.)

Backbiters. When using drop-back/backbiter type indicatorse cdould be taken to ensure that they are set up
properly, i.e. to indicate a slack line or drop+otake which occurs when a fish picks up the bait moves toward the
angler. The line (which should be tightened dowth&obait) is clipped up to the indicator sightdh@est behind the
reel spool. The indicator arm should be parall¢hwhe rod butt, allowing the arm to drop throudhi B the event of a
slack line or drop-back take.

Forward takes, i.e. when the fish picks up the &ait moves away from the angler, will be registéngthe line being
pulled from the clip and the arm dropping from korital to vertical.

Backbiters occasionallfyeezein position, so in sub-zero temperatures check treggularly.

Freelining. At no time should a freelined bait be employed sThiethod is likely to result in a late indicationactake,
potentially resulting in a deeply hooked fish. Ty exceptions to this are if you have visual esbtvith the bait, or
when fishing sink and draw.

Fly fishing for pike. The following points should be noted.

A rod with a minimum AFTM rating of 10 weight isssmtial

Use a wire leader of 20-30Ib test , minimum lent2i®, and check regularly for fraying or unravellihgpte
30Ib plastic coated wire is preferable, and flifigy for pike in shallow water can employ shortaces but
this must be used with extreme care

Behind this use a leader of 12-18Ib monofilamend, eheck regularly for damage

Any links or swivels to be of at least 30Ib test

Use top quality hooks, micro-barb or barbless

It is essential to wear eye protection as the Ifige used for pike can be dangerous

Always be careful on the back cast not to endaatier people or wildlife

Pike fly fishing is often carried out in the summ&w be particularly aware that fish should berretd as
quickly as possible in warm weather
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Lure Fishing

Standard forceps may be inadequate for lure fislsao@ pair of fine nosed pliers with long handdelsetter, or
alternatively a tool called a HookOut is also renmended. These give better leverage on the hookkeel your hand
clear of both the pike's teeth and any free hodkkfficulty is still experienced in removing thteebles then cut the
hook with a strong pair of side cutters or smalt bmppers. Close your eyes when cutting the hinatase the cut
piece flies in your direction, and remove the datps of hook with pliers.

A wire trace of at least fifteen inches of 30Iht te#th a strong swivel and snap link is essentiaéwlure fishing for
pike or zander, coupled with a minimum 15Ib linbeTuse of braided lines of higher breaking stralss offers greater
sensitivity than nylon monofilament while being thicker. For techniques such as jerkbait fishingciglised tackle is
required and even 15Ib line is not sufficienthosty to withstand constant casting.

HANDLING

Handle all pike and zander with the utmost careladdding, lay them in the landing net on an unhogkhat, never on
uncovered hard ground. When boat fishing, be supedtect the fish from the bottom boards with ahaoking mat or
other suitable soft material.

To help with unhooking, all predator anglers shaddy a set of 250mm (10in) forceps and cutteitsisie not only
for cutting trace wire, but also for cutting thrdug hook.

To control the fish during unhooking, place it tmback on the mat while still in the landing rigy.kneeling astride
the fish, strategically placed folds of the netratbe fish can be used to control it. To providmafidence boost for the
next stage, wear a glove on the left hand (righttiyou are left handed) and carefully slip theyérs of your gloved
hand beneath the gill cover, taking care not toatgrthe gill rakers, and slide your fingers forwandl they rest on
the back of the lower jaw. Light upward pressurk pérsuade the fish to open its mouth and withube of 250mm
(10in) forceps the hooks can be easily removeds Tuhnique makes gags redundant and they shoultbnsed. In
the event that the hooks are further back a 'deeat disgorger can also be a valuable aid. A looke back of the
fish's throat can sometimes best be reached bfuigri@serting the forceps via the gill cover. @teare must be taken
to not damage the gill rakers. If you are in anylatamr are unsure, sack the fish safely and sex=kghkistance of
another angler. Four hands are often better than tw

Always consider the welfare of the fish first. Bepared to offer assistance to other anglers, &gyt they appear to
have difficulties or seem to be inexperiencedn idoubt yourself, do not be afraid to seek assistan

Treble hooks can tangle and knot in the landingmesth. If this happens it is best to use wire caitte cut out each
hook of the treble at the bend in order to extfiarh the net. The use of special large mesh landétg will help
eliminate this problem.

Weighing should be carried out by using a weighgstir soft net, not with the balance hook undercttie of the fish.

Pike and zander may look tough, but they have atgréendency than others to suffer as a resglborf handling,
stress and low concentrations of dissolved oxygear this is mind, especially in warm weather wtieay fight hard
and should be landed, and returned to the wat#r,theé minimum of fuss.

Nylon-covered wire can quickly deteriorate and $tidne safely discarded after each session.

Double check that all the elements of your tackéesmund and capable of doing the job properlysadelly.
See Appendix Kor instructions on unhooking pike.

See the following pages for safe pike and zander ri

We are indebted to the Pike Anglers' Club of GBétin for their specialised advice on pike hangdland care.
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APPENDIX M THE USE OF BOATS (including 'bait boats")

Only use if allowed by the fishery rules.

Ensure that you do not encroach on other anglersighing areas, either on the bank or in another boat
This also applies to radio-controlled bait boats.

For dinghies:

Buoyancy aids or preferably lifejackets must bematrall times. Select one with the new CE markigTs equivalent
to the old BSI Kitemark.)

Make sure that the aid has sufficient buoyancytferclothing and footwear you are wearing, andittiatcapable of
keeping you afloat on your back, otherwise you rhftgiat face downwards and drown: if in doubt sepkcialist
advice.Non-swimmersshould wear a lifejacket whidhflates automatically on immersion.

Always inform someone of your approximate locatiand likely date and time of return.

Carry emergency equipment, e.g. waterproof tordtisthe, flares, baler, compass, mobile phone aadespars.
Avoid wearing waders or heavy boots in a boat.

Never overload a boat with above its capacityfishing tack e or people.

Obtain a weather forecast before setting out, avemngo or stay afloat in bad weather.

Do not navigate after dark unless the boat isdfittéth navigation lights.

Respect all other water users and avoid anchamiagnain navigation route or channel.

A large unhooking mat, foam or rubber underlay $thalways be carried to lay over the bottom boagrotect the
fish you may catch.
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NEWCOMERS GUIDE-ANGLING & WILDLIFE "GOLDEN RULES"
ANGLING AND WILDLIFE

Anglers are natural conservationists. Time spettteatvaterside instils appreciation and understandf the natural
environment, particularly in the young. The develgmt and management of our fisheries contributésetovildlife
value of ponds, lakes and rivers. Angling contrdsutbwards our environment and people's enjoynfardtare, but
inexperience or thoughtlessness may lead to walthiding harmed and the good image of angling kteimished.

"GOLDEN RULES"
ANGLING-RELATED LITTER

Neverdrop litter or discard tackle and remember thatatided nylon line is particularly hazardous to Vifid
Discarded or damaged line should be taken homéamd or cut into short lengths before disposal
Always clear up litter before you leave-even if it's notiss. If you see any litter or discarded tacklek it
up, take it home and bin it.

BREAKAGES AND SNAGGING

Remove immediatelyrigs caught up in bankside vegetation, branchesderwater snags where it is
practicable and safe to do so.
Report lost terminal tackle to club bailiffs or the fislyeswner for removal, if you can not recover it.

SWIM CHOICE

Chooseyour swim with care to reduce the risk of snagdiagkside trees, vegetation and obstructions in the
water.

Take extra carewhere people feed waterfowl; the birds may havenkhto associate people with food at that
site and their expectations will increase the obkntanglements.

UNATTENDED ROD

Neverleave rods unattended while fishing. Not only igabr angling practice as it may result in a hoofisl
becoming snagged but it also increases the riblrd$ becoming entangled in the line or takingtthi. If
you need to leave your swim, all lines should heeeed, baits removed, and the hooks securedetoaith.
Neverleave rods on the bank with hooks still baitedthase food items could be picked up by birds or
animals.

Remember- it is illegal to leave a rod unattended whildiigy.

RIGS

Usea hook length of lower breaking strain line thae teel line where possibleeveruse reel line straight
through to the hook without a weaker link. Thislitsure that the minimum amount of line is losthie

event of snagging. Leger links should also belofier breaking strain to minimise loss of line.
Rememberthat whatever type of rig you use, weaknessesowdlr at the knots where line is joined, where it
is tied to swivels etc, and where shot are pinard the line.

Check your reel line regularly for flaws caused by wead @amage. Remove and carefully dispose of any
damaged line and replace your reel line regularly.

BOLT RIGS

Bolt rigs or fixed leads are acceptable, providinghe leger weight can slip free in the event of sngig or
tangling. Make sure that if the line breaks it will not result in a fish or bird dragging a leger around.

HOOKS

Use barbless or reduced barb hooks where poskibtiked or entangled birds are more likely to be ablrid
themselves of the hook and in the event of a reBeirgy needed, removal of the hook from a bird éllmuch easier.
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WEIGHTS & NETS

Lead weights are illegal in most sizes and nonetaeights are widely available. Lead weights o60gBams (No.8
shot) or less, or of more than 28.35 grams (1 am) be used.

Do remember too if you have just been given sortiddgghat perhaps has been sitting in some-oniesfatta while, it
could be that it includes some of the old lead st&ights and split shot that are now illegal. Iflioubt, do replace
them with non-toxic shot! The same applies to altting nets and keep-nets, the mesh types nowuaie kinder to
fish and your local tackle dealer will happily aslviwhether yours are still usable.

WHILE FISHING

Bewareof birds swimming into your line or picking up sack baits.

Submergeod tips when legering using bite alarms. Keep lireunder the surface to avoid waterfowl and
where there is not heavy weedgrowth it may be poée to use back-leads to keep the line below the
water surface.

Watch your rod at all times when legering with quivertgrsother visual bite indicators. Again, it may be
possible to keep the rod tip under or close toathter surface to avoid contact with birds' feet.ei¢tthis is
not possible the line should be retrieved if thera risk of birds swimming across the line.

Retrieve your line when float fishing if there is a risk lmfds swimming through the line. Even when using a
waggler float with the line "buried", it will be tnjust below the surface and still presents a.risk

Take great care when fishing surface baits such as me#thaters" as they may attract waterfowl.
Sometimes the

attentions of birds can be avoided by anchoringotiiewith a back-lead which allows you to submetge
bait below the surface when a bird approaches. Rdrage however, that swans can easily reach foodteem
below the surface, and other birds often dive dadf If floating baits attract undue attention frbirds then
move away or choose a different fishing method.

HELP OTHER ANGLERS

The vast array of tackle and fishing methods maultén novices using unsuitable tackle. A litilteé spent helping
beginners can reduce tackle losses and improvedhtehes.

ANGLING CLUBS AND FISHERY OWNERS

Ensurehat anglers follow the Golden Rules at your fishey.

Includerules about litter on angling permits.

Promotethe numbers overleaf.

Offer help and advice to beginners.

Organise€'clean up" days to remove litter and tackle snaggedh trees or vegetation.
Considemproviding rubbish bins  but only if you can emptythem every evening.

Ask for advice from the Environment Agency or Swan Rescuer@ups if you experience problems at
your fishery.

IF THE WORST HAPPENS'

Never attempt to restrain an injured swan (or other ldige or animal) by holding onto the line. This can
cause severe injury and heightened trauma. Forssarathgeese cut the line and report the incidesbas as
possible to the rescue organisations below. Smailds may be freed at the time of the incidentyeld
comfortably in a small box or other dark spaced&tment is required.

35



Further Information

If you own or manage a fishery and would like t@knmore about how to improve its value to wildlifmntact your

local Environment Agency office and ask for a foepy ofFreshwater Fisheries & Wildlife Conservation B Adgo
Practice Guide.

This leaflet has been produced with the help and gport of the following organisations:
- Anglers' Conservation Association
Angling Trades Association
National Convention for the Welfare of Swans and Willife
National Federation of Anglers (NFA)
RSPCA
Specialist Anglers Alliance (SAA)

NATIONAL SWAN SANCTUARY HOTLINE
0700 SWAN UK or 01784 431667
RSPCA 08705 555999
Wildlife Hospital Trust 01844 292292

Always have these telephone numbers with you, anéport sick or injured animals. The problem may notbe angling related
but it may give warning of a serious problem at thevater.
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CONTACTS INCLUDING ANGLING GOVERNING BODIES

Administrative Bodies

Department for the Environment, Food & Rural Affair s (DEFRA)
Fisheries Division

Nobel House

17 Smith Square

London SW1P 3JR www.defra.gov.uk

Formerly the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF), this Government department organises
research and regulates fisheries. For example, DEFRcontrols the stocking of non-native fish such agrass
carp.

Similar functions may be carried out in Wales andtind by:

National Assembly for Wales Agriculture Department(NAWAD)
Fisheries Section

Cathays Park

Cardiff CF10 3NQ www.wales.gov.uk

Scottish Executive Rural Affairs Division
Marine Laboratory
PO Box 101, Victoria Road

Aberdeen. AB9 8DB www.scotland.goku

Centre for Environment, Fisheries & Aquaculture Scence (CEFAS)

Barrack Road Lowestoft Laboraip
The Nothe Pakefield Road
Weymouth Lowestoft

Dorset DT48UB Suffolk NR33 OHT

wwwias.co.uk

CEFAS is a Government agency carrying out fishegesarch and regulation. For example, CEFAS clsnitrports
of live fish from outside the UK.

The Environment AgencySee advertisement on back cover

Your regional Environment Agency office is listed m the 'phone book. The Agency carries out fisheries
monitoring, maintenance, improvement and researchts fisheries enforcement work includes issuing and
checking rod licences.
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Salmon and Trout Association

Fishmongers Hall

London Bridge

London EC4R 9EL.

Tel: 0207 283 5838 www.salmon-troatg.uk

These organisations represent their member clgbscations and individuals, and they are the nmaénface between
angling and Sport England/Sport Wales. The thrgarasations have joined forces to fofime Joint Angling
Governing Bodwvhich has spearheaded developments in educatiotranihg in angling (see the section below on
Training).

The National Angling Alliancis a joint group comprising the sport's governingies and three other influential
parties (the Specialist Anglers' Alliance, the AnglTrades Association, and the National AssoaiatibFisheries &
Angling Consultatives) which is committed to prdieg and promoting the sport. It offers a unifiedd for issues
affecting all aspects of angling.

Contact addresses for the other three organisatibich make up the NAA are;

Angling Trades Association, c/o Dr Bruno Broughtdrenchard, Lower Bromstead Road, Moreton, Newport,
Shropshire TF10 9DQ. Tel: 01952 691515; fax; 018%2316. bruno.broughton@virgin.net

NAFAC, c/o Terry Mansbridge, Moat House, StatioreBoWalpole Cross Keys, Norfolk PE34 4HB Tel 01553
829411. terry.mansbridge@klmatrix.co.uk

Specialist Anglers Alliance, c/o Chris Burt, 3 Gr€ab, Springfield, Chelmsford Essex CM1 6LA Tel2d5 262835.
Info@saauk.org

The Moran Committeis a group of representative angling and fishdsdies formed to advise and lobby Government
departments and agencies over fisheries legislatioirelevant issues.

Training in Angling and Fisheries

The Joint Angling Governing Bodies have developedéttificates in Coaching Angling which allow peopldo gain
a nationally recognised qualification in teachingihing. These courses are run at selected collegesund the
country and by certain qualified trainers. For furt her details, contact the NFA, NFSA or S&TA (see dails on
previous page and above).

Full-time and short courses in fishery managementeaoffered by a number of colleges around the coynmost
notably Brooksby Melton in Leicestershire (tel: 084 850850 www.brooksbymelton.ac.ukBparsholt in Hampshire
(tel: 01962 776441ywww.sparsholt.ac.ykand Rodbaston in Staffordshire (tel: 01785 712208vw.rodbaston.ac.uk)
These courses are aimed at those people who wawbid in recreational fisheries, Government bodigsg.
Environment Agency), fish farms or the ornamentash business. Some of the courses include anglinmgl angling
coaching.

The Institute of Fisheries Management (tel 0115 @®7) offers two correspondence courses in fishery
management which provides people with the opportyid learn from home.

Fisheries Consultants

There are a number of companies and individuatlserUK who are established consultants able to &mjping clubs
or individuals with fishery problems such as figalh or weed control. In the first instance, cohyeur local
Environment Agency fishery officer; he or she mayable to help with problems directly or refer yowan appropriate
private consultant.
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SAA
SPECIALIST ANGLERSO ALLIANCE
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Unite and represent all specialist angling groupgmsoth national and local level, to maximise oultestive
political voice.

To defend all the angling rights and interestswofrmembers, member groups and specialist anglers.
To represent all our members at national leveliwithe Joint Angling Governing Bodies/ National Aing
Alliance and other major bodies and organisationparticular with regard to environmental and il
matters of concern to angling.

To secure funding to further the cause of anglimdjthe environment

To campaign on behalf of members for a cleanertameavironment, and to support those organisations
already active in these areas such as the ACA

Resist and challenge threats to angling and thieemaent.

To continue to provide a unified body for the bénafall members, member groups and specialistengag
Promote the universal adoption of a responsible afd¢onduct for anglers.

To encourage ALL anglers to take positive actiopratect their sport

Develop ongoing dialogue with other establishedseovation groups.

Build a closer rapport between all anglers anciimgronment Agency.

To play an active role in formulating any legishatiwhich impacts on angling and its environment
Increase contact with bodies such as RSPB and R3® @Ater mutual understanding and co-operation.
Combat anti-angling propaganda.

Develop local conservation associations to furfiretect our waterways.

To collect and record factual information on no¢efish captures through a voluntary reporting saem

To provide 2 representatives to sit on the Nati@@drse Fish Record Committee.

If you would like to apply for individual membergh{£20), please return to Chris Burt, 3 Great Gyrjngfield,
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 6LA. Group rates on request.
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